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BLIND TEATS
Blind teats are those which may be either closed from birth or which have suffered an injury at the external opening and become closed by the formation of scar tissue. When the closure exists from birth, it is not often discovered until the animal freshens for the first time. Examination would show the lack of a normal opening in the teat. Whether the closure existed from birth or was the result of an injury, the treatment would be the same, namely a surgical operation to make a new opening.
Sometimes an animal suffers an injury to the teat opening. Another cow may have stepped on the teat, or it may have become torn in a barbed-wire fence. If left unattended, it may close up from the resulting scar formation. A milking tube should be inserted at intervals during the healing period to prevent the closure of the natural opening. One must be sure to sterilize the tube each time. There are antiseptic tapes on the market which are used for this purpose. The tapes are inserted i$to the teat opening and left there between milkings until healing takes place.
LEAKY TEATS
An animal with one or more teats continually leaking milk from a full udder is always an aggravation to the herd owner. It does not affect the general health of the cow in any way, but does affect the owner's disposition. A teat inclined to dribble milk is always worse late in the afternoon when the udder becomes distended. The loss of milk may not be serious, but the condition is as annoying as a leaky radiator on an automobile.
Cause
Leaking may be the result of an unsuccessful teat operation. The animal may have been a difficult milker, and an operation performed to relieve this trouble. Perhaps the opening was made entirelv too larse and the teat would